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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EGEN, PK 

SUBJECT: SEASONAL FLOODING CONTINUES IN PUNJAB 

REP: LAHORE 855 

1. IN 48 HOURS SINCE REFTEL REPORT, FEAR OF SERIOUS "SECOND WAVE" 
OF FLOODING FROM RISING WATERS IN UPPER RAVI AND CHENAB 
RIVERS HAS DECLINED AS FLOW AT BOTH JASSAR AND MARLA HEAD- 
WORKS CRESTED AT LEVELS WELL BELOW LAST WEEK'S HIGHWATER 
MARKS, THEN FELL. OFFICIAL REPORTS JULY 25 STATE THAT FLOW 

AT JASSAR ON RAVI NEAR INDIAN BORDER REACHED 187,000 CUSECS 
MIDDAY JULY 24, THEN DECLINED TO 136,000 AFTER RIVER OVER- 
FLOWED BANKS UPSTREAM OF HEADWORKS; RAVI HAS REPORTEDLY 
RECEDED TO "LOW" FLOOD AND FALLING" JULY 25. SIMILARLY, 

CHENAB AT MARALA REACHED 31 1,000 CUSECS MIDDAY JULY 24 
(COMPARED WITH HIGH OF 507,000 JULY 16), THEN FELL 
STEADILY AND IS REPORTED "NORMAL" JULY 25. 

2. HOWEVER, ADDITIONAL LOCAL FLOODING OCCURRED IN 
SIALKOT DISTRICT AS CONSEQUENCE. BESIDES OVERFLOW OF 
RAVI RIGHT BANK JULY 24 (PARA 1), LEFT BANK OF CHENAB 
BREACHED ABOVE MARALA, BOTH CAUSING RE-FLOODING OF SOME 
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AS YET UNCONFIRMED BY OFFICIAL SOURCES, FOUR OF FIVE 
TEHSILS SIALKOT DISTRICT WERE "SEVERELY HIT" BY LATEST 
OVERFLOWS, INUNDATING 900 VILLAGES WITH POPULATION UPWARDS 
OF 350,000 PEOPLE AND ABOUT 300,000 ACRES, MUCH OF IT 
UNDER PADDY AND COTTON. SIALKOT WOULD REMAIN HARDEST 
HIT OF ELEVEN FLOOD- AFFECTED DISTRICTS OF PUNJAB. 

3. MEANWHILE "FIRST WAVE" STILL CAUSING FURTHER DAMAGE 
AND HARDSHIP IN SOUTHERN REACHES OF PUNJAB RIVER SYSTEM. 
BREACH IN RIGHT BANK OF CHENAB ABOVE PANJNAD HEADWORKS 
(BAHAWALPUR) CAUSED NEW FLOODING AROUND ALIPUR IN 
MUZAFFARGARH DISTRICT JULY 24, WHILE OVERFLOW AT PANJNAD 
FLOODED 16 VILLAGES IN NORTHERN RAHIMYAR KHAN DISTRICT. 
MORE DAMAGE IS EXPECTED FROM COURSE OF "SECOND WAVE" DOWN 
RAVI AND CHENAB IN AREAS ALREADY BREACHED, AND POSSIBILY 
NEW SECTORS. LITTLE FLOOD DAMAGE REPORTED SO FAR IN 
EITHER SUTLEJ BASIN TO EAST OR JHELUM TO WEST OF 
RAVI-CHENAB SYSTEMS. 

4. AFTER VISITING AFFECTED AREAS IN SIALKOT, LAHORE 
AND SHEIKHPURA DISTRICTS JULY 23, PRIME MINISTER 
BHUTTO REPORTEDLY ASSURED FLOOD VICTIMS ALL POSSIBLE 
RELIEF, ADEQUATE COMPENSATION FOR LOSSES AND REHAB- 
ILITATION OF FACILITIES, BUT REGARDED FLOODS TO BE 
GENERALLY UNDER CONTROL. 
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